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The Youth Group will be hosting a Valentine Party at Rose 
Commons on Sunday, February 11.  The party will consist of a 
ham supper and Bingo.  Youth Group members are reminded to 
meet in the kitchen in the Parish Center at 4pm in order to help 
prepare for the party.   
 
Because of the Valentine Party, there will not be a Confirmation 
Preparation class or Youth Group meeting this evening.  
Questions?  Please contact Rella. 
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The parents of children preparing for their first Holy Communion 
will be meeting on the following dates: 

Monday, February 12 @ 7pm in the Fellowship 
Rooms 

Tuesday, February 27 @ 7pm in the Parish Library 
Tuesday, March 13 @ 7pm in the Fellowship 

Rooms 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rella at the 
Faith Formation office (875-4563) or by e-mail 
(rella@sacredheartchurch.net). 
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The Women of the Bible Series, conducted by Rev. Dr. Karen 
Roy, will continue on Tuesday, February 13, 2007 at 10:00am 
and presented again that evening at 7:00pm.  All sessions will 
meet in the Fellowship Rooms.  Questions?  Please contact Rella. 
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There will be no Faith Formation Classes on Sunday, February 
18, 2007 and on Wednesday, February 21, 2007 because of the 
Winter Vacation for the Vernon School System.  These classes 
will resume on Sunday, February 25th and Wednesday February 
28th.   
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The parents of children preparing for their first celebration of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be meeting on the following 
dates: 
 Monday, February 19 @ 7pm in the Fellowship Rooms 
 Tuesday, March 6 @ 7pm in the Parish Library 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rella at the 
Faith Formation office (875-4563) or by e-mail 
(rella@sacredheartchurch.net). 
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Mardi Gras will be celebrated in the Fellowship Rooms on 
Tuesday, February 20 at 6:30pm.  Sign up sheets for the pot luck 
dinner are located at the entrances of the church.  Included with the 
pot-luck dinner will be the selection of prayer partners for Lent.  
So plan on attending and take this opportunity to show off your 
wildest hats and beads!   
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Some members of the Youth Group will be going to Cornerstone 
in order to prepare and serve lunch on Saturday, February 24th.  
We will leave the church parking lot at 9:50am. 
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Disciples on the Journey will be presented as our Lenten Bible 
Study.  Meetings will be held on Thursday morning beginning 
February 22nd.  We are hoping to hold meetings on Sunday 
evenings for those who cannot attend on Thursday mornings.  If 
you would like to attend on Sunday, please contact Fr. Stan or 
Rella.  The first Sunday session begins on February 25th.   
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A gathering will be held this Friday, February 16, 2007 for all who 
are discerning a vocation in the Church.  This gathering will be 
held in the Bishop Hines Conference Room at the Chancery (201 
Broadway, Norwich) at 6:00pm and will begin with an informal 
dinner, prayer, and discussions on topics related to the Church, 
world, spirituality, and discernment.   
 
Please contact Annette in the Vocation Office for more 
information and/or reservations at 860-887-9294 (Ext. 246) or E-
mail her at voc.sec@norwichdiocese.net 
 

 

 

To thank you  
for all that you do  

for Sacred Heart Parish…  
 
 

You are cordially invited to 
an OPEN HOUSE at 

 
157 Tallwood Drive, Vernon 

 
Sunday, February 18, 2007 

2 – 4pm 
 



SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 11, 2007 
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      MOST REVEREND 
   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.   

February 11, 2007 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 
On January 20, 2004, I wrote and promised to be open and forthcoming regarding allegations involving the sexual 
abuse of children in the Diocese of Norwich.  At the same time, I shared with you our ongoing efforts to address 
that issue, as well as to ensure safe environments for all of God’s children.   
 
Since then, one additional priest has been removed from ministry because of allegations that relate to his activities 
in our diocese more than twenty years ago.  His case, along with three other older cases, will probably continue in 
litigation for some time.   
 
Recently two settlements were reached for cases involving a priest from another diocese who served very briefly in 
the Diocese of Norwich approximately twenty-eight years ago, the late Bruno Primavera.   He was among the 
nineteen priests whom I mentioned in the January 2004 letter.  The Primavera cases and payments have been given 
substantial publicity. 
 
While allegations and settlements receive a lot of publicity, something you will seldom find mentioned publicly is 
the amount of time, energy, and resources the diocese has expended in recent years to help ensure Safe 
Environments for children, teenagers and adults in Eastern Connecticut. 
 
We often experience difficulty understanding the circumstances bearing on child sexual abuse cases, as well as the 
alleged action or inaction by Church leaders.  It is important to understand that our understanding of this critical 
issue was much less developed in the past than it is now.  This was not true just of Church leadership, but of our 
society as a whole.  Today we all have a new and better understanding of how to deal with and protect against 
sexual abuse incidents. 
 
Since January 2004, working closely with the Office of Child and Youth Protection of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, and in consultation with Praesidium, Inc., an Austin, Texas - based educational and research 
group that seeks to address and to prevent child sexual abuse, the Office for Safe Environments has overseen and/or 
verified the educational training of more than 28,000 people, including 20,000 children and teenagers.  The office 
has prepared more than fifty educational facilitators and over eighty-five educational coordinators.  A program of 
child advocates has been created and established in almost every parish and school in the diocese. 
 
Since January 2004, the diocesan Comprehensive Screening Policy, based upon guidelines provided by the U.S. 
Department of Justice Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, as well as state and canon law, has 
also been implemented by the Office for Safe Environments.  To date, that office has screened and conducted 
background checks on more than 7,000 employees and volunteers. 
 
Over the past three years, the Office for Safe Environments has also assisted parishes and schools implementing the 
diocesan Pastoral Code of Conduct.  Drawing upon insights from secular codes of ethics and behavior, as well as 
Catholic teaching, the code of conduct has been used to establish and to teach guidelines for appropriate behavior 
and how to address instances of inappropriate behavior. 

 



SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 11, 2007 
 

 
The pastors, child advocates, parents, parishioners, principals, administrators, and members of the Office for Safe 
Environments of our diocese have my deepest gratitude for their very hard work over the past three years.  Their 
task has been enormous and their accomplishments are substantial.  Their accomplishments, however, would not 
have been possible without the assistance and support of the whole diocesan family.  For your prayerful support, 
encouragement, and patience, I thank all of you. 
 
Many parishioners rightfully ask how we are able to pay for large settlements.  For nearly fifty years, the Diocese 
of Norwich has maintained property, casualty and liability coverage for all related locations.  Those policies carry 
certain amounts of deductibles and self insured risks.  An insurance reserve fund was established to cover any 
uninsured losses and excess deductible amounts for which the diocese would be liable.  The diocese has been a 
good steward of its properties and proactive in its risk management activities so that the amounts expended for 
uninsured or under insured losses has been minimal.  Therefore, the fund has grown over the years and generates a 
substantial amount of income that remains part of that fund.  Additionally, the diocese added to the fund from 
unexpected and undesignated gifts.   
 
When any claim arises, whether it is fire, liability, or casualty, the diocese relies first upon our insurers to cover the 
majority of costs associated with the claim.  The two recent lawsuits were liability claims, handled in that manner.  
The deductible amounts of the settlements were paid from the insurance reserve account. Through the current date, 
over the past fifty years, with the costs of the most recent settlements included, the diocese has expended 
$1,064,822 on costs associated with alleged clerical abuse.  Our insurers have expended $3,012,234. 
 
Contributions to the Annual Bishop’s Appeal, the Catholic Foundation, Catholic Charities, Catholic Relief 
Services, Combined Collections and other special appeals are, by law, restricted and may be expended only for the 
purposes for which the contributions were received.  Under no circumstances are any of these funds directed toward 
the payment of any costs associated with child sexual abuse litigation. 
 
In my letter to you of January 2004, I wrote, “Let us be accountable to one another.  Let us commit ourselves to 
reach out to victims of abuse and their families.  It is only by working together - with watchful eyes, listening ears, 
and a willingness to come forward and make ourselves heard - that we, as the Church, will be able to ensure a safe 
future for all of God’s children. . . .”  Those words remain as true today as they were then. 
 
In all of our efforts let us remember the words of Jesus to his apostles at the Last Supper, “Little children . . . a new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” 
Let us further commit ourselves to show in our lives the self-sacrificing love of Jesus for each of us and to 
recognize the bright future represented by our children, and, in fact, every one of us as a child of God.   
 
Praying for God’s blessing on each of you, I am 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 
       
 
 
 
      Most Reverend Michael R. Cote, D.D. 
      Bishop of Norwich 
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Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26 
Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Mk 8:22-26 
Thursday: Gn 9:1-13/Mk 8:27-33 
Friday: Gn 11:1-9/Mk 8:34-9:1 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-7/Mk 9:2-13 
Next Sunday: 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 

6:27-38 
 

 

 

 

URGENT NEEDS FOR H AITI  
a  L e n t e n  a l m s g i v i n g  p r o j e c t  

 
 

What we need: 
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When:  February 17th from 9:30 am till 4pm 
Where:  Sacred Heart Church in the fellowship room 
Who:  This is a ladies-only party 
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~ Please Save This Date ~ 
 

Saturday, April 28, 2007 
8:30am-3:15pm  

at St. Bernard School, Route 32, Uncasville 
PR O C L A I M I N G  O U R  O N E N E S S  I N  C H R I S T  
PROCLAMANDO NUESTRA UNTOAD EN CRISTO  

 
A DAY OF ENRICHMENT  

 
Co-sponsored by Norwich Diocesan Ministry Offices of 

Worship, Hispanic Ministry, Faith Formation, 
Evangelization/RCIA, and Continuing Education and 

Formation for the Clergy 
 

Keynote Presenters 
Bill Huebsch Pedro Rubalcava 

(English) (Spanish) 
 

Sponsored by: 
23rd Publications OCP Publications 

 
Two workshop sessions  

For registration form or more information, please call 
(860)848-2237, ext. 317 



 FEBRUARY 11, 2007  
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SATURDAY   SCHOLASTICA / V IGIL: 6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 5:00pm Mass: Robert Perodeau, requested by the Morning 

Mass Friends 

SUNDAY   6th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 8:00am Mass: Fred Deschenes, requested by the Sacred Heart 

Parish Family 
 10:30am Mass: Frank & Maria Angelo, requested by Marie 

Whitham 

M ONDAY    
 9:00am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

TUESDAY    
 9:00am Mass: Onorata Labbadia, requested by Maria & Frank 

Neri 

WEDNESDAY CYRIL &  METHODIUS, BISHOPS 
 11:00am Mass at Welles Village: For the People of the Parish 

THURSDAY  
4:30 – 6pm Sacrament of Reconciliation, living room 
 7:00pm Mass: Robert J. Mageau, requested by his wife Jessie 

FRIDAY   
 9:00am Mass: Al Bousquet, requested by his family 

SATURDAY   V IGIL: 7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 5:00pm Mass: Onorata Labbadia, requested by the Sacred 

Heart Parish Family  

SUNDAY   7th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 8:00am Mass: Gertrude & Harold Rogers, requested by 

Michelle Farris & Joyce Melia 
 10:30am Mass: Edward Simcoe, requested by the Sacred Heart 

Parish Family 
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SATURDAY   
 7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous*, Northeast Rooms 

SUNDAY   Good Fellowship & Tasty Goodies after Mass 
 9:10am Faith Formation – Levels 1 – 5 
 5:00pm Youth Group Valentine Day Party (Rose Commons) 
 6:30pm Faith Formation Level 6 – 8 

M ONDAY   Offices Closed 
 7:00pm 1st Eucharist Parents Meeting, South Comm. Rooms 

TUESDAY 
 10:00am Women in the Bible with Rev. Dr. Karen Roy, South 

Community Rooms 
 4:30pm Brownies* 
 6:30pm Cub Scout Pack 382 Parents Meeting*, Rms 5 & 6 
 7:00pm Women in the Bible with Rev. Dr. Karen Roy, South 

Community Rooms 
 7:00pm Pastoral Council, Library 

WEDNESDAY  
 4:00pm Faith Formation  
 8:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous*, South Community Rooms 

THURSDAY 
 10:00am Bible Study, South Community Rooms 
 6:00pm Brownies* 
 7:45pm Intercessory Prayer, Eucharistic Chapel 
 8:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book*, South Community 

Rooms 

SATURDAY   
9am – 4pm Ladies Day Party 
 7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous*, Northeast Rooms 

SUNDAY   Good Fellowship & Tasty Goodies after Mass 
 NO Faith Formation – Levels 1 – 8 or Youth Group 
 2-4pm Open House at 157 Tallwood Drive 
 


